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What’s happening in the Med area?  

The new maritime phenomena 



2 

www.srm-maritimeconomy.com 
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The main phenomena that will shape the 

future of the maritime sector 

The Mediterranean Economic Scenario  

and competitiveness indicators 

The growing role of Mediterranean 



4 The most important data on the shipping  
sector in the Med 

Source: SRM on Eurostat, Suez Canal Authority, ISTAT, Port Authorities 
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The MENA Area is increasing its competitiveness 

The gap between the MENA and European has greatly reduced between 

2006 and 2019.  

Even the gap with Italy is shrinking. 
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TOP 5 
MENA 

Egypt, 
Morocco, 

Saudi Arabia, 
Turkey, UAE 

TOP 5 
EUROPE 

Belgium, 

Germany, 
Netherlands, 

Spain, UK 

Source: SRM on UNCTAD 
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Source: SRM on WorldBank and Unctad 

In this scenario logistic efficiency and connectivity are  

the new challenges in international maritime competitiveness 

The top 4 countries of the 
world in terms of shipping 

connectivity are in ASIA 

The top 4 countries of the 
world in terms of logistic  

competitiveness are in 
EUROPE 



7 The analysis of container ports by geographic area:  

the new role of Med 

Source: SRM on Port Authorities  

Northern Range market 
share (39%) is decreased 
between 2008 and 2018. 

The MED Area can be a 
great opportunity; 
between 2008 and 2018 
the ports of MED Area 

increased their market 
share from 36% to 41%.  

Market Share - TEU 
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IS 

GROWING 

NORTHERN 

RANGE IS 

SLOWING DOWN 



The Suez Canal: the new records 

Source: SRM on Suez Canal Authority, 2019 
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Suez (and the 

Sumed pipeline) 

was the 3rd transit 

route in the world 

for the transport of 

crude oil and 

petroleum 

products with 5.5 

million barrels per 

day. 

It amounts for 9% 

of global oil trade 

and LNG. 

Main oil global chokepoints 

Source: SRM on U.S. Energy Information Administration 



Ship Sizes are growing 10 

Source: SRM  
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The size of the Megaships in the Mediterranean ports: 

Small, Medium, Large or Extralarge 

PORT SAID 
21,413 

TANGER MED 
21,413 

PIREO 
21,237 

ALGECIRAS 
20,954 

19,462 
VALENCIA 

BARCELLONA 
19,462 

GENOVA LA SPEZIA 
16,652 17,816 

GIOIA TAURO 
19,224 

7,024 
VENEZIA 

9,403 
LIVORNO 

9,411 
CIVITAVECCHIA 

9,411 
NAPOLI 

13,568 13,568 
KOPER TRIESTE 

< 10,000 TEUS 

10,000 – 15,000 TEUS 

15,000 – 20,000 TEUS 

> 20,000 TEUS 

11 

Source: SRM  



12 Med is a strategic area for Short Sea Shipping 
Goods transported as part of EU 

short sea shipping are almost 1.9 

billion tonnes 

Short sea shipping made up 

close to 60% of the total sea 

transport of goods to and from 

the main EU ports 

614.4 

450 

263.9 

136.2 

536.4 

Data in million tonnes 

Source: SRM on Eurostat 

For SSS, especially in Europe, Roll-

on Roll-off (RoRo) is almost 

equally important as container 

shipping 



13 Vehicle exports continue to rise 
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FORECAST GLOBAL SEABORNE VEHICLE TRADE VOLUMES 

(MILLION CEU- Car Equivalent Unit). 2017-2022 

Car carrier seaborne volume growth rate 

is 2.5% a year to 2022. 

Most growth is forecast to continue to 

come from short-distance Intra-Asian 

trade(+4,2% annual growth) , as well as 

Asia to Europe(+2,7%) 

To  2022  Intra-med trade shows a 

growth (3.3%) 

 …thanks to Morocco that is 
becoming a major car producer (33% 

of the Intra-Med).   

FORECAST INTRA-MEDITERRANEAN VEHICLE TRADE 

VOLUMES 2018-2022 (MILLION CEU) 
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Fonte: Drewry Maritime Research, 2018 
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* CEU (car equivalent unit) 

* Source: SRM on WWL, BRS Group, ANFIA, Fearnleys  

The connection between the growth of Ro-Ro and 

the increase of the automotive  
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Ro-Ro density map – 2012-2017 comparison 

Ro-Ro traffic in the Mediterranean Sea  



16 Free Zones are growing… 

Source: SRM on UNCTAD 2019 

Free Zones employ between 90 and 100 million direct workers 



17 Free Zones not everywhere are successful: level of 

utilization 

Source: UNCTAD Investment Promotion Agencies Survey. 



18 How to attract investments in the SEZs 

Source: UNCTAD Investment Promotion Agencies Survey. 



19 Direct and indirect economic contributions of SEZs 

Fonte: SRM su UNCTAD, 2019 



20 Italian Free Zones: SEZ basic criteria 

Southern Italian regions 

Including at least one port area 

Incentives for investments 

Strategic Development Plan 

Special agreements with banks 

Management Committee 

Tax and duty advantages and reduction of 

bureaucracy 
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